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diche'ry, the chief of the French settlements in India,
opened out a wider field for the exercise of his genius.
Dupleix had not long been installed in his governor-
ship when it became evident that war was imminent
between England and France, owing to the two nations
having taken different sides in the war of the Austrian
succession, an untoward contingency, for, strong as Pondi-
che'ry was against a native enemy, Dupleix knew that it
was incapable of coping with an European Warimmi_
armament. In direct opposition to the orders nent be-
rjr	tween Eng-
of the Directors, who enjoined retrenchment land and
and a "suspension of expenditure on fortifica- France-
tions, he commenced erecting a rampart along the unde-
fended sea side of the town, but, though workmen laboured
at it day and night, the rampart was still unfinished,
when news arrived that war had been declared, and that
an English squadron was on its way to the Indian seas.
Dupleix sought to arrange a treaty of neutrality with the
English settlement, but the Governor of Madras had the
same motive for desiring war which the Governor of
Pondiche'ry had for avoiding it.   Dupleix's influence with
the natives then  stood him in good stead. The Nabob
He induced the  Nabob of the Carnatic  to ofthe .
forbid the English to attack the French pos- protects the
sessions on the Coromandel coast.    Still, the French-
chance that the English would respect the Nabob's pro-
hibition was a frail reed to trust to, and it must have been
with feelings of great relief that Dupleix learnt that M.
de la Bourdonnais, the Governor of the Isles of France
(Mauritius) and Bourbon, was sailing to his rescue.
La Bourdonnais, on hearing of the danger of Pondi-
che'ry, had, by strenuous exertions, succeeded
in equipping a fleet of nine vessels, consisting nais sa?i «?"
mostly   of   merchantmen   pressed   into   the Pondiche'ry-
service, and with these he appeared off the Coromandel

